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Fireworks
Over the next month many of you will start seeing requests for fireworks permits. Or
more likely, you will start seeing people who should be making requests for fireworks permits.
Use or possession of fireworks requires a municipal permit.
Statutorily not fireworks:
(1) Sparklers up to 36 inches long;
(2) Stationary cones and fountains;
(3) Toy snakes not containing mercury;
(4) Smoke bombs;
(5) Novelty devices that spin or move on the ground;
(6) Caps, noisemakers and confetti poppers provided that they have less than
explosive mixture.
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State law does not define the things listed above as "fireworks" so the statutes do not
regulate them as such and.no permit is-required for. those items. Wis. Stat. § 167.10(1).
Fireworks that require a permit:
Everything else, e.g. roman candles, firecrackers, bottle rockets, mortars, etc. (generally
anything that leaves the ground or explodes) is a regulated "firework" such that a person must
have a municipal permit to use or possess them. A permit is necessary for and only allows
possession and use of the fireworks within the town or village where such permit is issued. A
permit is not necessary just to transport fireworks through your town or village to another
location provided that they will be in the jurisdiction for less than twelve hours. § 167.10(3)(bm).
The town chair.village president or such person's designee issues the fireworks permit. §
167.10(3)(a). No action or authorization is necessary by the board. The designee could be
anyone; the designee does not have to be an officer or employee of the municipality.
A permit cannot be issued to individuals who are minors.
a public authority; a fair association; an amusement park; a park
individual or group of individuals; and farmers for the protection
or animals. § 167.10(3)( c) & (h). Basically, that covers everyone

Those who can get permits are:
board; a civic organization; any
of crops from predatory birds
except a minor.

"'hat has to be in the permit?
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

The name and address of the permit holder;
The date on and after which fireworks may be purchased;
The general kind and approximate quantity of fireworks which rr;ay be purchased;
The date and location of permitted use;
Other special conditions prescribed by ordinance.

§ 167.10(3)(f). The name of the town or village is not sufficient to list as the location. The
location must be specifically described such as an address, and perhaps even where exactly at the
address. A separate permit is required for each date that the fireworks will be used.
If the permit is for fireworks of a larger size, such as the kind used for public displays,
then a copy of the permit must be given to a municipal fire or law enforcement official at least
two days before the date of authorized use. This requirement does not apply to the basic types of
fireworks sold to the average consumer. § 167.10(3)(g). (More specifically, this requirement
does not apply to 49 CFR 173.50 Division 1.4 Explosives, i.e., the types of fireworks that a
normal non-fireworks professional person is buying at most stores.)
A sample permit is available in the Town Law Forms listed under the statute number §
167.10. If your town or village requires your permits to be signed and/or stamped, that can be
done ahead of time instead of only when the permit is actually issued. § 167.10(3)(fm).
Regulatory options & liability

The information related above represents the minimum set by state statute. A local
municipalitycan choose to be more restrictive by passing a local ordinance. § 167.1 0(5). You
cannot choose to be less restrictive. For example, a town or village could broaden the definition
of "firework" to include those things statutorily defined as not fireworks like sparklers, etc.
Fireworks sellers could be locally permitted. Use or storage or fireworks could even be outright
banned within the town or village, except in regard to the transportation of the fireworks through
the municipality to another location where they are being permitted. § 167.1 0(5)( c).

A town is not liable for damages caused by fireworks for the sole reason of issuing a
fireworks permit. § 167.1 0(7m). This means that a town cannot be liable just for issuing a permit
ill accordance with the statute and local ordinances, if any. In addition, the chair or the chair's
designee may require an indemnity bond or appropriate liability insurance of a permittee
sufficient to pay possible claims from their use of fireworks. § 167.10(3)( e). This would protect
neighbors and bystanders in case they receive damages.
Finally, a permit "may" be issued. § 167.l0(3)(c). Discretion has often been exercised not
to issue a permit in drought conditions or for some other good reason.
Enforcement & penalties:

Individual violations can result in up to a $1,000 forfeiture. § 167.1 0(9). A town or
village can also petition its local county circuit court for an injunction ordering an offender to
cease violations of the state statute and/or a local ordinance on fireworks. § 167.10(8). Violating
a court injunction of this type can result in up to a $10,000 fine and/or up to 9 months jail time. §
167.10(9). Violations should be reported to local law enforcement.
Happy Fourth

And may it bring you more summer and less snow.

